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Multilingualism in the Nordic countries 
 
 

The Nordic, or Scandinavian, countries have – in the past – been seen as relatively monolingual 

countries that fit nicely into the Herderian model: one nation, one people, one language. This was not 

a good description of the language situation in the past and even less of contemporary Scandinavia. 

Since the 1970s, the demographics of the Scandinavian countries have changed dramatically with 

increased multilingualism as an important consequence. This has created both new affordances and 

possibilities, but also challenges and dilemmas at different levels of society and importantly for 

democratic participation. In my lecture, I will focus on the current situation in the Scandinavian 

countries with particular attention to Norway.  
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